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AThird Letter toF. Lewis Sabran, Feſuit: Where- 
in the Defence of his Challenge, concerning In- 
vocation ob Saints, is Examined and Con- 

\ futed, © En 


SIR, 
mer method, and for directing this Anſwer to you, tince 


you are ſo much concerned in it; and it is wholly intend- 
ed to convince you of your further mittakes, and thole grots Errors 


- you have been guilty of, in your pretended Defence of your Challenge 


about Invocation of Saints. | | 

You begin the Detence with two heavy -Complaints , one of 
which is, That my Anſwer to your Challenge was fo tedious in com- 
ing out: The other is, That I have abuſcd you in it. 

The hrit of theſe Complaints is a very pleaſant one; In my laſt 


| Letter to you, I told you that I would undertake the bulin:1s of In- 
- vocation, as ſoon as the Controverſy about St. Ar/tin, was cither end- 


ed or dropt, and not ſooner. Upon this I expeted when I ſhould 
hear from you about it, but to no-purpoſe ; tor it ſeems there was 
nothing further to be faid, and you had had cnough of that Con- 
troverly ; So that after I had waited Six Wecks tor your Anſwer, 
but heard of none, I had reaſon to conclude That Controverſy was 
ended ; and therefore in my Anſwer to the Vindication of the Nu- 
bes Titinm, reſolved to give an Anſwer alſo to your Challenge. 

This is the true ſtate ot that bulinefs 3 and yet with an Air of Con- 
hdence becoming, your ſelf, the World muli be told of a tedious ex- 
pecation of my Anſwer, winch had worn out Three Months ; 
whereas the Anſwer to your Challenge ſhould not have been waited 


| for three days, could I but have gueſſed that my ſecond Letter had 


done your buſineſs ſo effectually as I tince tind it hath : But to pals 
this impertinent Pretace; you next charge me with abuſing you, and 


 Nandering you in my Anſwer. I am not able to tind where this 


Abuſe and Slanders are ; nor can I gueis what it is there, which de- 

ſerves this umputation, unleſs it be, that to prove a Jcluft to be ig- 

norant, iso flander him: If this be the thing (as it mult bc, tor 1 

can find nothing elſe to hx it upon ) I do plead. guilty ; and fince 
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HO you are reſolved to break off our Controverlial Cor- 
reſpondence by Letters, yct I am tor keeping to my tor- 


En -  r  en EE EE CITI op =arnny, 


x 


which it ſecms now mult never have one. 


A Third Letter to 


ycu have again compcll'd me to animadvert upon*ou, I am reſold 
to be very trce with you, and to ſpeak my mind plainly, .tho I tind I 


ſhall quickly fall into the very ſame Nandering humour ; for you have 


made me a large Provilion tor that purpoſe, and I will not let any 
picce of it. «ſcape me. : | | 
Wcll, now we are come to the bulinels off Tazocation it ſelf, and 
you have m de ſuch Tragical Work about. it, as it Invocation of 
Saints, -and Chrittianity, were to ſtand and fall togcther; as if we 
that oppoſe Invocation of Saints, were encnues to the Saints in Glory, 
had dcnicd the Chriltians common Crecd, were contrary to the Ca- 


tholick Militant Church ; and; which is worlt of all, had called God's 
Veracity into queltion. This is terrible ttuff, and I queſtion. not but 


that it takes mightily among the Women of your Party; but I am 
afraid is quite loti upon our people, who will certainly Jaugh at ſuch 
wretched ltuff,as knowing very well, that the true Church of God did 


never practice Invocation of Saintsz and that the Crecd did no more 


tcach it, than the Worthipping of Idols, or Tranſubltantiation. ; but 
you arc one of thoſe, that ſo you may but gain your end of trighting 
people to continue with, or come over to you, never boggle at the 
molt unjuſt, and the molt abſurd means of doing it. | 

l do not in the leatt wonder at your talking at this extravagant 
rate; I cannot but remember that you appeared with the ſame cone 
hdent blutering in the detence of the torged 35th Sermon of St. Au- 


tin; that you made as much noiſe, and talked to the Proteſtant Peer 


with as much aſſurance, as if ic had been the ccrtaineſi thing in 
the World, that the Sermon was St. Aruſtims, and that ] was an 
impudent ignorant fellow for offering, to deny it: But after all that 
ttorm, the World remembers, and I hope that Lord was fatisticd too, 
That it was the moſt Impudent Controverſy that ever was attempted 
by any Man, to dcetend that Sermon; and that it was defended with 


_- Arguments and Authorities that . every Scholar would have- been - 


aſhamed of. What ado had we with S. Hierom, Hephonſus, Mallion's 
Sermon, with Necephorns's Farvenal, every one of which were the moſt 
wretched Forgerics that could have been pickt up. What a paſs 
were things brought to-in the R?ply, when you were for denying your 
own words about S. Bernard, for cating, up thoſe about the £ſſumption 
Panifying the day of the Saints Death; and tor afſcrting that the Lorain 


'Dirines had not left the 18th Sermon de Sandiir, as doubiful, Never was 
Cauſe managed with more Impudence and more Forgeries, and yet 


after all yur contidence at tixtt, and bluttering throughout, it was 
dropt as quietly as if no ſuch thing had ever bcen, and in your new 
Detence not a ſyllable of it, or in- Anſwer to my Second Letter, 
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, F. Lewis Sabran. 

I muſt tell you, Sir, that the 'Management of that Controverlic 
about St. 4#?ins Sermon, hath prepared me to cxpe£, yult ſuch tturf at 
rour hands whenſoever you ſhould {ct up tor Writer againz and you 
nave not deceived my expectation, tor you begin tis Controverlic 
about Invocation,with tie very ſame aſſurance that you did the other, 
and you manage it with downright Forgeries altogethcr as bad as 
the other were 3 ag I will quickly ſhew you. : 

- Ic was {o trifling a Concern to anſwer your Cavilling demands, in 
/our Letter to the Proteftant Peer about Invocation, that had I not 
aad the opportunity of tacking it to my Detence ot the Antwer to the 
Nubes Teſtinm , 1 ſhould never have troubled the world or my felt 
with it. And when I had perſwaded my ſelf to anſwer that Challenge, 
't was my next care to mak. it as uteful to the Reader as the thing 
was capable of. To this purpoſe, as well as to have ſtopt your Cavil- 
ing for the future, I did enlarge my delign, and thewed through 
the tirtt Centuries down to St. Awultin, that the Doctrine as well as 


the Practice of the Primitive Fathers were directly agamti your In- 


vocation ; after this I an{wered all your Obz-&tions, and then atlign-, 
cd the Differences betwixt what is now practiſed and taught in the 
Church of Rome, and what was beginning to be practuled in the 
cnd of the Fourth Century as to Invocation to the Saints. 

It was but reaſonable tor me who had particularly anſwered eve- 
ry one of your Authorities and Objections,to have expected the ſame 
tavour at your hands ; but this is a kindneſs which you and your 


Party are too cunning, to uſe us to. When I had firtt anfwered thoſe - 


Objcions as they lay in the Nwbes Teſtium, I did expect you would- 
have given them an Anlwer ; but as if nothing had been ever faid 
to them, you only gave them us over again : Such uſage was very 
provokingz however I prevailed with my fclt to give them a ſecond 


and tuller anſwer ; and what mult I expect i. requital t this ? why, 


we are here preſent:d w'th *em a third time, as it you had never 
{cen my two Anſwers to them, | 

And is this ingenuous dealing ? what mult we call trifling, if this 
be not it in the higheſt degrce ? tor lhame, Sir, leave off ach pitiful 


 dealing;zit you benot able to defend or to anfwer tor them. be prevail- 


ed with to have ſo_ much modeſty as to let them lye ttill 3 I am very 


well tatished chaf{JFz are not, and therefore tor the Reader*gand the * 


world's fake let us have no more of ſuch Crambe z but if you cannot 
gO 01:, ene leave oft. | | 
An4 this, Sir, is certainly the true reaſon, why you let my Hilto- 
rical Account agiin(i Invocation pals without, one ſyll.ble of Anſwer 
co it, or to my Contutation of your Objections. You tell the Reader 
| you 
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A T hird Letter to : "n 


you will only conſider 13 Pages of it at preſent ; but Sir, count = 


gain, and you will find that you muſt take 12 out of your 13, for 


it is but one ſingle Page that you have ventured upon, notwithſtan- ' 


ding your brag at the beginning 3 and that is the 78 Page, which 
aligns the three Differences betwixt the Church of Rome, and the Fa- 
thers of the End of the Fourth and Fitth Ceyturies. The tir(i ot 
which was; that the Church of Rome doth uſe a direct Invocation. or 


' formal Prayer to the Saints and Angels ; whereas the Fathers who 
| began the Cuſtom near St. Auſtins time [ the time in Controverlic be- 


twixt us] uſed meerly ſuch addrefſes and rcquelts as are made from 


' one Friend to another ; which I proved from their own words. 


In anſwer to this, you fay, The Fathers of the Fifth and Fourth Cen- 
tury and UPWARDS, offered with as formal an Invocation,us hamile. [u6- 
miſſive and devent prayer to the Saints in Heaven, as any that are ti preſert 
uſe amongſt Catholicks. This, Sir, I will own to be very home againtt 
me ; and the proving of this,as well as the ſaying of it. ſhould end this 
part of the Controverlie ; but can you do as well as fay thee things ? 
Yes ſure, or you would not have bid us in the next words to t2ke a 


few inſtances of matter of fatt in lieu of an INFINITY that cold be pro- 


ed, : | 
Well, fir, for a Promiſer, and, for an Undertaker,] never did nicec, 


nor cycr ſhall again with your match. This is down-right Rhodo- 
montadoing, and the man that could but do half as much as- you can 
promiſe, would be the greateſt man the Church of Rome ever had. 
But are things to be carried at this rate at this time of the day ? I am 
aſhamed that any man that pretends to have lookt into Books,ſhou!d 
talk at ſach an extravagant and ſo abſ{ard a rate, and ſhould afert 
things ſo wretchcdly falle, without the leaft fign of bluſhing at ir. 

But fince you ſay you can do it, I come now to try thoſe you offer, 
and will not ttand with you for the titth Century; but dctire.as I cx- 
peed, and challenged you to thew trom the Fourth Century upwards, 
ſome proofs of this extravagant promiſe, from the hxit, {ccond or 
third Century. ' | 

You begin with St. Athanzfiur, but I pray which of the three Cen- 
turfes did he live in ? You undertake for the Fourth Century and 
Upwards, but forgetting your ſelf within tix lines of it, your mcan- 


- ing of the Fourth Century and Upwards, proves to be the Fourth Cen- 
 tury ane Doywonwards ;, tor St. Athanaſias who lived in the middle of 


the Foxrth Century, is the firſt and the molt ancicnt of all the Farhers 
you offer us ; and is not this very hnc? this comes of talking with- 
vut Book, and bluftring, as if coniidence would do the bvinels it 


ſelf. But after all, is St. 4thanaſns himſelf for you ? You qucte him 
T ' here 
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-  F. Lewis Sabray. | 
here out of his Tra& de Incarnatione Verhi. Alas, Sir, it was always 


ominous to itumble at the firit ; and thts is your fate, tio you, I dare 
ſay for you, are far from knowing it z for.«this Tra& is own'd by 


your lateſt Critick * not to be St. Athanzfius's; fo that your hilt Au- * Du Pin 


thor is a Forgery. | | _— 
IO1n07D. 


But ſuppoling this Trad to be his, let us next ſee whether he vou- T 


for his practice: If you worſpip the man Chriſt, becauſe the Word of God 


dwells there, at the ſame time worſhip alſo the Saints on Guds account, who > 


bath bis dwelling in them 3 and then offering a large Prayer to the Virgin 
Mary. 

I muſt own my ſelf to have been ſurprized at this account of Saint 
Athanaſius.and theretore I can aflure you I went itraight to Athanaſius's 
Works, and quickly found your words here to be one of the molt 
Scandalous abuſes of an Authors words that I ever xead ; the paſ- 


| ſage isdireQly againlt what you produced it for. The Trait was writ- 


ten againſt Samoſatenus's Diſciples, who would allow our Bleſſed Sa- 
viour to be only a meer man, and denied the Union of the Divinity 
to the Humanity z they would allow that God deſcending from Hea- 
ven dwelt in him; but this the Author of the Tract rejects, becauſe 
this would make (ſays he) no difference betwixt Chrijt and the reſt of 
Chriſtians, concerning whom the Scripture brings in God ſaying, that 
he would dwell in them \ and that he might further (ſhew the Abſurdity of 
that Hereſic, he brings iw*the very paſſage you quote, and concludes 
it thus, Wherefore if you worſhip the Man Chriſt together with God, becauſe 
God dwells in him, worſhip alſo the Saints together with God, for be dwells 
in them alſo : AND IS NOT THIS ABSURD? So | 
With what face then, Sir, could you bring this paſſage to teach the 
Worſhip of Saints, when the Author deligned to ridicule the Wor- 
ſhip of Chriſt himſelf, had he been a meer man ; and had ſpoke his ſenſe 
tape enough to be diredly againtt any Worſhip of the Saints, when 
ic concluded the paſſage with an AND IS NOT THIS ABSURD ? 
which paſſage your Paris Edition of Athanaſins hath left out in the 
Tranſlation. 
All thay Defence you can make here, will be to tell me, that tho 
you miſtook the ſenſe of that paſſage, yet that the Prayer to the Vir- 


- gin Mzry, fo full and ſoYlirc, will make amends for all,and that there 


is no danger of miſtaking the ſenſe of it. This Plea I would have 
admitted, had but the Prayer it (elf been there, but the greater miſ- 


chick is, that there is not one Syllable of the Prayex in the whole 


Tra, nor any thing either near or like to it : And are not you, Sir, 


'then a pleaſant;Man, that can venture upon thele things, with fo 


much 
. 


a 


ches tor what you bring him; you quotqhim nrlt Jaying this ground axcag pa. 
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much Ignorance and Confidence together ? if you know. nothing of 
__ thele things, why do you mcddle with them 2 Why do you not em- 
; ploy your ſelf about ſomething that you are fitter for ? Theſe things 
lye, I perccive,*quite out of vcur way ; and you have quite miſtaken 
the buſincſs, if you think to bear us down with dint of Contidence in 
thele things. ; ag | 
E- +. Icannot forgive you this horrid blunder, and this vile abuſe of 
4 : Athanaſus's words, ſince I might have expeted to have prevented 
; this, by what IT had ſhewcd you from St. Athanaſius himfelt fo latcly ; 
| 
\ 


who athrmed fo plainly that one would not pray to receipe any thing from 
: the Father and the ANGEL, or from ANY OF THE OTHER CREA-- 
- (b) Prim. TURES (b) : but it ſeems nothing can cither cure or prevent ſome 
Fathers no mens aftected Stupidity. 
Papiſts, P You next quote St. Cyril's Prayer to the Virgin Mary in bis own 
$6. , name, and of the WHOLE General Council of Epheſus : 1 would fain 
Know.,sSir, where you pick up ſuch ſtuff; do you invent them your (elf, 
or is there ſome Othce among, you for {uch purpoſes? That Sermon 
was no more made,nor thePrayer in theName of the WHOLE General 
EE Council of Epheſzs, than it was in the name of the Council of Trent : | 
"The Title of it not only in Labbe's Edition of the Councils, but in | 
| St. Cyril*'s works themlclves,is a Sermon preached at. Epheſus againft Ne- 
| | | Rorius, when SEVEN | Biſhops ] went down to St. Marics Church there. 
b - | In their names it was, and not as you falſly aſſert, in the names of the 
FEE. _— whole Council of Epheſ#s: that Cyril in the Homily in his Allegorical | 
| | way doth ſalute ( not pray, as you again as falſly affert ) the Virgin ; | 
; ' _ Mary. The Salutation it ſelf can do you no ſervice, without the | 
helping-hand of a falſe Tranſlation, nor with it neither, ſo unhappy 
is your choice of places to prove Invration; for tho I ſhould let paſs 
[ ; your making Cyril ſay, Hail Virgin, by wh-ſe Mediation the Holy Tri- 
nity is glorified and honoured through the whole world ; in whom Heaven 
exzlts ; all that this could prove, is that Cyril held that the Virgin 
intergeded for them ; but allsthis is foul dealing, there is not a Sylla- 
' ble of M-diztion here , for all the expreſſions here do plainly rcter | 
to the Virgins holy WVomb, as will ap;car by a juſt Tranſlation of the | 
. | words, Hl thou that didit bear him that is incomprebenſible in, thy Hvly 
\ | Virgin-IWomb, $7 36, by which, or by reaſon of which. ( no whoſe 
Mediation ) the Trinity 1s glorified ; 4 Fs by reaſon of which ( not in whom ; 
| M as you tilily ) heaven rejoices. This is, enough to. ſhew to how falſe | 
f a pu poſe this place was produced,” when the very falſe Tranſlation 
| it ff child not ſerve your turn. _ -” al oe 
Yournext Author is Gregory Nyſſen, but this Thave anſwered twice | | 
alrcady.,and will not dance attex you any more. Gregory Nagianzen fol- 
7 - . | = 
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F. Lewis Sabran, 


Jows, but to little purpoſe; for every Body is ſatsitied,but ſuch as you | 


that know nothing of him, but by a borrowed Quotation, that he in- 


- dulges himlclf in a Rhetorical way ſometimes of talking to Churches 
and Citics, and {tone Walls, as well as to Saints; but no Body takes 
this for invocating of Churches; and for the other we know whence 


he borrowed it, cven from the Heathen Orators ; however for all 
his familiar talk in ſome of his: Orations (for in them only it is) to 
the Saints , he did not believe that they could hear. him; this is 
plain from his & Tis ai&ns:; to Conftantizs, and other Paſſages i him. 
Juite paſt S.Amſtin's tume, to which I refer'd yoy, and about which our 
Cormmcion wis;ſo thatI need trouble my ſelf bout no Anſwer to your 


Maximns's *ermon upon S. Agnes,which 1s made up of a great deal of 


the ſame Stuff, and with tome that is worſe than that coth Sermon in 
S. Ambroſe upon the ſame Saint, which is owned by all Learned Men 
to be groſly ſpurious and very fulſome. Nor need I anſwer your 
next Example trom Hilary of Arles's. Lite of Hmoratus ( whom you 
call Hynorius) whom he-docs not pray to, but delire as h@ was their 
Patron, to continue fo; which ſpeaks no more than that Interceiſion 
which u as then believed. - TS 

Your NeGarius upon Theodore, and Prayer to him, is certainly (puri- 
ous; and tho have not been able to get a fight of the Book, yet Iam 
able to prove it a forgery from the very Quotation it (elf, which you 
produce, wherein Netarins is brought in praying to Theodore, That 
he would defend them from the Aſſaults of, Julian , the Enemy of Mankznd. 


Now had you known any thing of Ghronology, you might have {cen 


this your ſelf, Jalian was made Emperor 361. and was kill'd in his 
Wars within two ycars; this was 19 ycais before Nettarins was a 
Chriftian, who was while a Catechumen, call'd to, be Biſhop of Con- 
av 6, 3S1. and therefore no ſuch Oration againſt 7/iancould be 
made by him, ſince Falian was in his Graveo many years bctore. 
You next boalting tell us you could have, given us the fervent Pray- 


_ ers t» the Virgin Mary, of S. Methodius, Ephrem Syrus, Athanalius and 


rious Authiors together, for ſuch theſe are, as to thoſe peiccs youal- 
lude to. But however, to keep your hand in, you arc for letting us have 
one,and you cannot omit Gregory Nazianzen's Prayer to the Virgin Ma- 


Leo: I withyou had, that fo we might have had all your forge al 
h 


ry out of his Poctry. It is pity that this Poctry is none of Gregory's 


own; but if it were, do you think we will be content with your pro- 
ying. Invocation of Saints to be lawful, out of Poctry, where no Poet 
can be in the mode without calling upon his Mulc ? | 


P- You © 
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And now weare got downwards inſtead of upwards, and are got | 
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You are reſolved next to diſpatch me throughly, and therefore you'l 
\ prove that the Ancients uſed the term Invocation it (elf, to the Saints. 
EE 1- This is very terrible, and you begin as luckily with Gregory Nazianzen's 
; Oration upon Theodore ; but with your'good leave, Sir, you were too 
; LE haſty here, for Gregory Nazjanzen hath no ſuch Oration upon that Saint; 
[ and therefore, you muſt look again. You next play S. Baſil ug'on me, : 
GE . Who youſlay had precendency in Death of Gregory Nazianzen;but where 
, mult I find what you quote? You neither cite Book nor Volume ; 
, 


— 


mult I then go turn over three large Folio's, to tind out one ſimple 

| Line, that you pretend to quote from him ? This is too much ilI-na- 
tur'd, and too hard ; and makes me highly ſuſpe& thas this filly Paſ- 

| ſage is no more in S. Baſil's Works, than the former in Gregory Naz#- 
ſk * anzen's, ® 


A third, I muſt have, however to make up the matter from.S. Au- 
ftin, who upon Facob's words, that his Name ſhould be named on the 
| Lads, had obſerved that the word Invocation, as well as Exandition, is | 
! uſed in reference to Men, as wc<ll as God z but to what purpoſe is all 
| _ this? Is nd the ſenſe plain enough, that all he means is, that the word | 
Invocation is uſed in a civil Reſpe& to Men, as well as in a religious. | 
reſpect to Gud ? and hathnot this very Father fully ſecur'd us from | 
taking it as to men in a religious Senſe, when in his Book, De Crit, . 
| + Aug. de Dei Þ he tclls us, That the Martyrs names indeed were recited during | 
l Civ. d. 1. the Divine Service, but thar they were not INVOCATED bythe _ 
| . 32: ©. 19. Prieſt who did officiate. | | 
But notwithanding the Vanity of your Attempt here, you prefac*t 
| | it with a luſty Bravado, That yh could cite me all th HOLY FA- 
[ | THERS ALPHABETICALLY pradicing and recommending In- 
ws wocations of Saints, "in the very term. | 
| | And are not you a pleaſant Man, Sir? does not your own Conſci- 
; ence tell you, That this 4s the moſt extravagant, and moſt impoitible 
Attempt that ever man” wmdertook? if it do not,l will then aſſure you, 
and prove it when you pleaſe, that-this abſurd Brag did proceed from 
an Ignorance ſo great, that it can be matched with nothing but the | 
Conhdence with which you have ſo vainly undertaken an impoſſible 
thing. But ſince you have ſuch an Aſſurance, and dare venture up- 
on ſuch promiſes of an Alphabetical; Catalogue of all the Fathers, 
praQtiling and recommending it in the very term; I challenge you 
| to produce that Catalogue in- the nexe Sheet you threaten; I Chal- 
' lenge you to ſhew me-but one of that Catalogue that is genuine for 
| - the three firlt Ages ; fo certain I am, that you have undertaken a' 


| thing that you know nothing of. 
DJ | 7 You 
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| ' F. Lewis Sabras. . 
You are next for anſwering St. Pax!'s Authority againſt Invocation 


2 - 


of Saints, How ſhall they invocate or call upon bim, in whom they bave not | 


believed ? And tcll us, you arc aſhamed to ſuged? an Anſwer to the mean- 
oft of your Readers. Aſhamed, do you ſay? This I am mighty glad to 
meet with, and cannot but congratulate the very hopes of Modelty in 
you. Well, but you ſay, Tho no one can invacate God as God, toho be- 
lizves not in him; yet is every one that is invocated, believed to be Go®® No, 
God forbid; but this we ſay, That no one ought to be invocated, but he 
that is believed tobe God, and that is not only S. Pax/'s Senle here, but 
was the Senſe of all the Fathers againft the Jews and Arians, who al- 


ways infilted upon it, as a*certain Argument ot Chrilt's being God, in - 


that be was invocated, which no Creature was capable of, This I have 
abundantly ſhewn in my An{wer to your Challenge trom Origen, who 
makes Invocation and” Adoration the ſame, from S. Athanaſins,and Epipha- 
nizs, and others, that Chrilt could not have been invocated, except he 
were God; but all this it ſeems, is loſt upon you, as much as thoſe 
Arguments of the Fathers would have been then, had Saints been 


invocated as well as Chrilt, But to paſs ſuch trifling arguing, and your | 


parallel berwixt the Love of God, and this Jdavocation ; I will now 
paſs with you to the ſecond Difference alſigned, which was, That thoſe 
Requeſts were made at the Memories of thoſe Martyrs to whom they were pre- 
fſemed, and who were believed to be preſent, tho inviſible at the ſame time 5 but 


the Inrvocations of Saints in the Church of Rome in every place, to a particular 


Saint in ten thouſand diſtant places at the ſame time. Which I then ſaid,and 
ſay here again, is to aſcribe to the Saints an Ommepreſence, an Attribute 
that none of them is capable*of. ; 

The pradtice of your own Church hercin, you dare not deny, that 


* they are thus ſeperſtitiouſly guilty of praying to any Saint in ſuch di- 


ſtant places at the ſame time z your care is to make the Fathers of the 
end of the 4th ang 5th Century as guilty,by diſproving whatT had laid 
down of their putting up thoſe Requeſts at the Memories of the Mar- 
tyrsz but, how I pray? In proving i wnanſwerably muſt? falſe, 'what I 
there aſſert? this is great, and like your felt. And you began with S. 


| Anttin, who having in the 1 5th Chapter of the Book you quote, afler- 


ted; That the Dead know nothing of what is done below on Earth, —_ 
to it, how to ſolve the Objection of the Martyrs helping thoſe that Ad- 


. dreſſed to therp at their Memories -and concludes it paſt his under- 


ftanding to ſolve it, how they could do it 3 whether or no they be 

preſent in fo different places at once. If it was paſt his underftanding 

to ſolve it,it had certainly been his beſt-way not to have medled with a 
B 2 | 


thing 


- bur neither it, nor the paſſage it 
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_ thing which had no certainty, and which no finite Nature was Capa- 


ble of. | 
You quote ncxt Gregory Nazianzen, in his Sermon before Fifty Bi- 
ſhops : It was before 150 Biſhops 3 and tho? I have not time to read 
over that long Sermon, yet I have good reaſon, by the calting of my 
eye = it, to belicve that your quotation is not there; but luppoſe 
it is, Wow is it againtt me, when it only ſays, That where the Martyrs 
Bodies only are, the ſame. effeft is bad as from their Sculs? This is dircetly 
' for me, but your ignorance 1s too great to Ict you {ce it. | 
S. Ambroſe is next quotcd in Natali $S. Naz. & Celſi; but there is no 
ſuch thing in his Works, in the Edition of Froben, which I uſe; nor 
does Bullarmin, in his de Scriptoribus, mention any ſuch Tract fo that 
I have great reaſon to give you thanks tox the great civility of making 
me turn over Five Tomes, to look tor a wictched Forgery, which 
could find no place there. ( 
To finiſh your doughty proofs unanſwerably , you Jalt bring 
Gregory's Dialogucs ; but he is too far off to bz concerned here, and was 


'« Two hundred years alter S. Auſtin. 


But here, as tho conſcious that theſe unan{werable proots would be 
found trifles, you begin again, and will prove ut further againſt me 
trom Gregory Naz. Fambic. de Veritat. | 
. You accule me here of citing Fathers I never ſaw; but I believe I 
hall quickly find that ſomebody elſe does it, tho Ido not; for I ho- 
neſtly went to Gregory's Works, and do here tell you,. that the piece 
you quote here is not in his Works. And is not this very becoming, 
you? I do not know what name to giveſluch behaviour, when a Man 
thall have the face to accuſe another, and talily too, of that very thing 
which he himſelf is guilty of in this very place : But I begin to de- 
ſpair of doing any good upon you, and look upon you in the ſtate of 
thoſe who can be guilty of the worlt things, withqut the expence of 
one bluth, 

- You areafter this, for giving mc again a piece of Theodvretz but this 
I have anſwered twice already, and therefore will paſs it ; and S. An- 


ſtirs Story about S. Stephen's Reliques,of which, had I room, I would . 


give the Reader a very a account about their being found 3 

elf is to our purpoſe: And the next 
irom Bede is far leſs, about S. German's carrying tome Reliques about 
him; fo. that IT muſt take leave of your unanſwerable Arguments, 
which were able to prove jult nothing, but the extravagant Conti- 
dence and Ignorance of him that brought them, 


The 
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The Third Difference I offered was, That thoſe Requeſts and In- 
terpcllations to the Martyrs, begun at the end of the fourth Century, 
were neither commanded by the Primitive Church, zuthorized? by 
her Councils, nor uſcd in nPPublick Oaices ;. but thit on the con- 
trary, the Prayers to Saints in the Church gl! Rome, arc injoincd by 
that Church, arc authorized by her Council of Trex, and uſed in 
her public Othces, and in the molt ſolemn pare ot them. 

Here you are grown -very angry, and dence mc to thew any 
Cinon of the Council of Jrent, or of any other, th2t commands 
Prayers to Saints as an obligation of Catholick Faith : But why all 
this Anger, and all this Shiiting ? Is there then any danger or hurt in 
thoſe Invocations of Saints,that you thould be ſo thy ot its being bee 
lieved that your Charch commands them? Ay; But, ſay you, where 
docs it command them as ap obligation of Catholick Faith ? This it 
is to beatraid of ones own thadow, and to be ſo cautious as to run 
into Nonſenſe ; who cl{e-would talk of a matter of Practicc's being 
commandcd as an obligation of Catholick Faith 2 Cannot your 


Church enjoyn the Bleiling of Bells, without making it an obligation * 


of Catholick Faich?Bnt to pals this frighttul Nonſence? Joes not your 
Church enjoyn'the uſe of theBreviaries and Othces? Upon whole Au- 
thority are they ufed among you ? Did not the Council of Trent ſut- 
ficiently authoriſe thcm , when it appointed the Retorming ot the 
Breviaries ? You will not ſay that was to t{trike out the Prayers to 
Saints ;. you cannot be ſo ridiculous; and you needed not have been 
ſo over-cautious about nothing.No one can be married in our Church 
without the uſe of the Ring, and yet no body looks for, or demands 
a Canon of our Church for the ule of it. | 


- But we have next a very great rarity.and it ſeems niyAſertion is ve- | 


ry falſe, That no Councils in the PrimitiveChurch did authorifePraying, 
to Saints ; you cowd have given us many Proots. but arc ftraitned it 
ſcems, and fo can give us but twq or Three: I hope thele choice 
ones will prove of the belt fort, and be very convincing. You be- 


gin with the General Council of Chalcedon, which. was not hcld ill 


after St. Arſtin had been twenty years m his Grave. This Council, 
you tell us, authoriſed Invocation of Saints by practifting it : And 
did it fo Why then how comes it to paſs, that the Chuach of Rome 
does not authoniſe Invocation of Saints, by practiting it - How comes 
the Council of Trent not to authoriſe the Romiſh Ereviary, which 
was certainly uſcd by them a Thouſand times during, their Scthons ? 
But ſome men are ſo hercc,and fo forgettul, that they canrvot remem- 
ber their own Method of Arguing, for ten lincs together : Well, 
but did that great Conncy practiſe it ? You tell us that theſe were their 


words 


— 
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words, and the general voice of all thoſe holy Bſhops there aſſembled, Behold 
the Truth, Flavianus lives after Death, that the Martyr pray for us. | was 
paſt wondring at you, or el{e I ſhould admire ſo much Fraud and 
Falſhood crouded together in ſo littl@room: It is falſe that thoſe 
words were the voice of all the Council, or that they did Invocate 

| the Martyr that uſed them ; and it is as falſe, that theſe ſet down are 

| the words uſed. The true account of the bulinels is this ; Baſſianvs, 

E who had, been ejected out of his BijÞoprick of Epbeſus, put in his 

appeal to the Comncil againti Stephen then Biſhop of that See ; whe 

matter was heard, and whatever both could ſay for themſclves ; it 
was urged for Baſianus among other things, that Flavianus'of Con- 
 ' ftantinople had communicated with himz upon this the Biſhops ard 

Clergy that belohged to Conſtantinople. roſt up, and cried out, This is 

the Truth, we all ſay the ſame, the Memory of Flavian is eternal, behold 

the Truth, Flavian lives after Death \ the Martyr ſhall entreat you for us, 

Flavian is here, Flavian judges with us. From all which it is plain, 

that the words ſo much inliſted on, plainly refer to Flavan as judging 

«at Baſſian, and entreating the Council with the reſt on Baſſian's fide; not 

a {yllable here of Invocation to him ; and yet this is the place your * 
{ide have ſooften urged, and hath been ſo often anſwered. "I 

The Council of Gangre you next produce, but quite miſtake the 
deſign of it, to make your Ignorance more and more notorious. 
All Learned Men own the Council was called _ the Diſciples of 
Exfſtathins, who were guilty of that groſs Error, mentioned by 
St. Paxl, of forbidding to marry ; and were ſo ſet againſ it, that they 

would not Communicate with Married people, would not receive 

the Exchariſt at the hands of a Married Prieſt ; but deſpiſed not only 
them, but the Chriſtian Aſſemblies, the Memories of the Map, and 

' the Fafts of the Church ; and appear to be a people, who it their 

buſineſs to be direaly contrary to the reſt of Chriſtians. 

The Council was called to condemn this Herefte, and in their 20th 
Canon which you quote, they. condemn any one that through Pride, and 
detefting them, ſhould accuſe the Aſſemblies where the Martyrs lye, or the 
Divine Offices which are performed there, or the Memories of the Martyrs. 
And what is all this to Invocation of Saints ? I8 it commanded here, 
or is it mentioned. here, or any thing like it ? You were forced to 
help the place a little, by adding your wiſe Note to the beginning of 
it ; when having tranſlated it, sf any one through Pride, as believing 
himſelf perfed}, you add, that is, not needing the Interceſſion of Saints : 
Bur there is noneed to expole the folly of this addition, the very 
reading of it is ſufficient to ſhew the miſezable ſhifts you are put to, 
when you meddle with theſe things. | 
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The Council of Laodicea's 6th and 34th Canon are urged next by 
you, but they are certainly urged by one that never read them, cx- 
| cept in Caranza or Coccirs, or ſome ſuch Writers : The 6th Canon or- 

ders, that Hereticks ſhall not be permitted to go to God's Houſe, as long as - 

they continue in their Hereſte : And is this a Canon, Sir, for Invocation 
of Saints? it would have ſerved fully as. well to prove that the Comn- 
cil of Trent was held in the laſt Century ; and that Innocent the 1 1th. is 
now Pope at Rome. The 344. forbids any Chriſtian to leave the true Mar- 
tyrs of dChrift, and to make Aſſemblies at the Memories of falſe pr Heretical 
Martyrs. Here is no more mention of, or command for Invocation of 
Saints, than there is in the firſt Chapter of Genefis 3 and yet this Council 
muſt be drag'd in for the . proof, and for the Authorizing of Invoca- 
tion of Saints, which in the very nexÞ*Canon does condemn the INVO- 
CATION OF ANGELS | and conſequently of $zints. for the reaſon 
of the Canon holds equaly againlt both ] as IDOLATRY, and a FOR- 
SAKING OF CHRIST. This is a very bold attempt ; and this ſhews 
that you dare venture upon any the mott abfurd of things ; and I am , 
not able to make any other Apology for you, than that this Council 
| was quoted for Invocation of Saints by you out of the abundance ®f 
your ignoraice. But I mult recant this excule, ſince it you read my 
Book againſt you, that Canon could not c{cape you. I know not what 
_ to ſay tor you: I look upon you to be the moſt daring, and yet the 
unhappicſt man that ever put Pen to Paper. You have ſtill one othes 
Council for us, the 5th. of Carthage, which has not gne word to your 
purpoſe any more than the reſt. All it orders is, that Chriſtians ſhould 
not aſſemble at any Church where there were not ſome Martyrs Reliques. But 
ſuch proofs as theſe, tho nothing to the purpoſe, we mult be content 
with, when a man undertakes a thing for which there is no colour. 

St. Auſtin's expreſs Teftimony that the Martyrs were not Invocated, 
we have had alrcady, ſo that we need not trouble our ſelves about 
him ; and now you have brought us to your laft undertaking,to ſhew 
that the Fathers im the Liturgics had as formal Prayers to Saints, as your 
Church bath. You do wcll to wave the Litwrgies of St. Peter, James and: 
Mark , &c. ſince they are confeſſed Forgeries ; but upon the ſame 
reaſon you ſhould not have troubled us with St. Bafi's, or St. Chry- 
foftom's, lince they are not genuine, but have been interpolated. How- _ 
evcr what you bring from them, proves only that they believed that 
the Virgin Mother interceded for them , which is nothing to the purpoſe 
of proving that in the Ancient Liturgies ſolemn Prayers were put up to the 
Saints, ſuch as now are uſcd by your Church. | : 

The paſſage from St. Cyril (allowing that Catechiſm to be his) 


proves not one jot further; than the belick of the Saints Interceſſton tor” 
| thoſe 


% 


35 A Third Letter to &c. 
thoſe on Earth. And St. A»ftin's does butthe very ſame ; (o that after 
all this Confidence, and bold Undertaking, you have not becn able 
to produce one Cano of any Coruncil for Invocation of Saints, nor one line 
of 2 Prayer to the Saints,out of any ancient, genzine, no. nor Interpolated 
Liturgies: - | : Th | 

You have but-another Proof to offer from Pelapiue the Second, but 
| hecomes two hundred years too late ; and yet all he ſpeaks for, or 
Leo alludes to; is: that they believed the Saints Intcrccſhon for thoſe 
On Earth ; and is there no difference between the Saints mtexceding, 


for us, and our praying to them ? You have been often enouſ#h told = 


. thare. is ; Have you neither Memory nor Judgment, that theſe things 
*mult be always confounded ? And when you thould prove the In- 
poeation of Saints, you fall to prawing that the Saints intercede for yore. 

T heartily pity you, that nothing can do good upon you ;*I pity you 

' the more, that you ſeem in the end of your Paper to belicve, that yon 

' bave ſatisfied all unprepoſſeſſed and unbiaſſed Readers with ſuch Arguments 
as had not one grain of reaſon in them: But I pity you molt of all, 

* for being employed about ſuch things, and yet to be no better fur- 

: Wiſhed by thoſe who ſet you on work, but to be left fo lamen- 
tably to the mercy of him that anfwers you ; to be ſuffered to quote 
nothing but Forgeries right, and the genzine warks of the Fathers qui 

—Wrong, was a very cruel task; and I am almoſt tempted to believe 

| that at was a Penance impoſed upon you, to help to mortihe fome 
proud ſtubborn humcur. Alas, Sir, now I am pitying you, I can- 
not but give you'a little good advice,Not to be put upon thele things 
by them, to be made a laughing-ſtock to the world, in obedience to 

them : you have done enough already ; if ſuch things maſt bedone, 
why mult the whole burden lye upon you ? 

; But if all this willnot cure you, but that I muſt. loſe ſuch good 
Counſel upon you ; and that you will obliinately continue in your 
own way, let me beg this at laſt from you, That you will look into 

| the Fathers themſelves, which you quote, and give us Edition as well 
as Bock; if you will not, this I promiſe you, That I will never an- 
{wer you, but that if you trouble the world with {ach another 
Paper as this I now have rinder my hands, you ſhall &en anſwer 1t 


' Four (elf, for] know how toemploy to better purpoſes, your Chri- 
- , Gian Fricnd, 9k, = 
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